
Joshua 3:14-17; 24:1, 14-15 

14 When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the 

priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the people. 15 

Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. 

So when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of 

the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, 16 the 

waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off 

at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing toward 

the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the 

people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 While all Israel were crossing 

over on dry ground, the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the 

Lord stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the entire 

nation finished crossing over the Jordan. 

 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned 

the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel, and they 

presented themselves before God. 14 “Now, therefore, revere the Lord 

and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that 

your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt and serve the 

Lord. 15 Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day 

whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the 

region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 

are living, but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

 



Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning 

in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 

John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but 

one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 

the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor 

and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire." 21 Now when all the people were baptized, 

and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven 

was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 

form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

 


